[Non-invasive transcranial brain stimulation in man].
Magnetic stimulation of the brain in awake human subjects was introduced ten years ago and has since then been used extensively both in the clinic and for research purposes. So far the method has been shown to be of importance as a supplement to other methods in the diagnosis and monitoring of multiple sclerosis. It may also achieve importance as a prognostic tool in early cerebral haemorrhage. It is yet unclear whether the method will achieve any importance in the diagnosis of other diseases such as Parkinsons disease, migraine and epilepsy. The method has caused a major breakthrough in the investigation of the central control of voluntary movement in man. The method thus provides a possibility of monitoring the activity of defined corticospinal pathways during voluntary movements.